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For guidance on managing
construction health risks go to

www.hse.gov.uk/construction

Redistributed under licence from HAE by Frank Key Tool Hire Ltd. Licence expires on 30/09/2020

Using the Tree Stump Grinder

1. Do not operate the stump grinder on concrete or other hard surfaces, damage or injury could
result.

2. Wear your protective equipment.

3. Check your work area is clear.

4. Select a firm level surface as possible and stabilize the machine. If this is not possible consider

creating a level site.
5. Always grip the stump grinder correctly with two hands while working.

6. Vibration from using this stump grinder is not normally hazardous. Comply with the vibration
label or any other vibration instruction given. Warm your hands up before you start work, and
wear gloves to keep your hands warm while you are working.

7. The lower forward facing quarter of the chipping head is the only part of the head that is used.
Do not use the bottom of the chipping head or the upper portion for under-cutting. These
practices are dangerous.

8. Run the engine at fast speed when chipping with the wheel brakes on.

9. Using the lower forward facing quarter of the chipping head move the machine from side to side
chipping to a depth of 25mm (12) for each pass.

10. |If your view of the chipping head becomes obstructed by chippings, stop the machine and move
it away to clear the chipping area of chippings.

11. If the chipping head becomes entangled with vegetation or other debris, stop the engine and
move the machine from the site to untangle the debris. Never approach the cutting mechanism
until it has come to a complete stop. Take care it may be hot.

12. Stop work if someone approaches you.

13. Stop the engine if leaving the machine unattended.

14. On completion fill the excavation and make the site safe.

15. If your equipment does not work properly do not attempt to repair it. Contact the hire company.

Please keep this leaflet safely as it may be required for future reference

2. Petrol is highly flammable.
3. The vibration from these machines is normally quite low. Check

4. This stump grinder is designed to reduce, in situ, tree stumps to
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Tree Stump Grinder

The rules and procedures in force where people are at work
may require the person responsible for this equipment to
carry out a specific risk assessment.

It is important to read this entire leaflet BEFORE
using the Tree Stump Grinder

Plan the use of the Tree Stump Grinder so that it can always be

used safely.

Take care not to cause a fire or

explosion.

the label on the machine, or ask the hire company.

chippings.

5. The weight and sharp cutters of this stump grinder can cause injury or damage if the machine is

not used in a careful and controlled way.

6. If you have not used a stump grinder before, familiarise yourself with the controls of the machine

before you start on the main task.

7. You must have at least the following items of personal protective equipment: Hearing protection

(complying with EN 352; SNR=25 minimum); eye protection (a mesh visor complying with
EN1731 or safety glasses to EN166); protective boots with good grip and ankle support
(complying with EN 345-1); gloves with reinforced palms and fingers; non-snag clothing. The
use of high-visability clothing may also be appropriate depending on the location; dust mask — a
minimum of EN149:2001 ffp2 protection may also be appropriate in certain circumstances.

8. A personal first-aid kit should be available including a large wound dressing.
9. This machine must not be used by minors, or by anyone under the influence of drugs or alcohol.
10. This tree stump grinder is designed for operation by an able bodied adult. Anyone with either

temporary or permanent disability must seek expert advice before using it.

11. This stump grinder is heavy, get help if you have to unload it from your vehicle. Do not lift

beyond your own capabilities.
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Hire Association Europe Telephone: 44 (0) 121 380 4600
2450 Regents Court Fax: 44 (0) 121 333 4109
The Crescent Email: mail@hae.org.uk
Birmingham Business Park website: www.hae.org.uk

HIRE ASSOCIATION EUROPE Solihull B37 7YE
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Every effort has been made by HAE/EHA to ensure that the information given in this document and supporting material
is accurate and not misleading. HAE/EHA cannot accept responsibility for any loss or liability perceived
to have arisen from the use of any such document/material. Only Acts of Parliament and Statutory Instruments
have the force of law and only the courts can authoritatively interpret the law.
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